PTA General Meeting Agenda

October 15, 2009  

Vieja Valley Library

1. Call to Order – Manny Sanvictores, Parliamentarian

2. Approval of the minutes from the meeting on September 4, 2009, and September 17, 2009 — Leslie Dinaberg, Secretary

a. Motion by Alex Rodriguez, second by Karen Gellert, approved by all.

3. Approval of Calendar, Cindy Norman, President

a. September 24, Family Fun Night – UCSB Soccer Game

b. September 23-30, Red Ribbon Week

c. November 6, Noche Mexicana

d. Motion by Shari Lentsch, second by Greg Stevens, approved by all.

4. Vice President Fun Programs —Victoria Ricci 

a. Soccer Family Fun Night at UCSB September 24. Will sell $3 tickets for adults and kids. No food included this year. Will sell tickets all of next week and tomorrow

b. Garden Club, there are new guidelines, each class needs a parent to be out there at lunch to supervise. Per Cindy Norman they are asking for one parent for each grade to go per class on Wednesdays and Thursdays

c. Reflections – slow going, help get the word out, flyers in office. Don’t have a lot of interest. Carol Rickman said it is publicized throughout the classrooms. Greg Stevens mentioned the form is complicated for younger children. Leslie Dinaberg has been a judge and many of the younger children don’t write a lot of the form. We should encourage as many children to participate as we can get.

5. Vice President Fundraising Report – Shari Lentsch

a. Status on Imagine - $42,500 in Imagine donations so far, $116,000 is goal. It would be nice to have a sense of how that compares to previous years. Talk to Ann Pizzinat who chaired for several years.

b. Party Book – Lini Wheelock has been working on it. Some are sold out, but we don’t have any figures yet. 

c. New changes to scrip/escript – Marina King

i. EScrip, when you have your grocery store card forms-still pushing that. Go on www.escrip.com to learn about many other kinds of things to make additional money for the school. Includes recycling cell phones, laptops, and ink cartridges. Considering taking ink to Staples to recycle to get more money for the ink cartridges (there is a bin in the office). 

ii. Scrip – the gift cards. We have every vendor under the sun available. Called Great Lakes Scrip, offers hundreds of cards. Can go through the paper forms in the new area in the office. Www.Shopwithscrip.com, can go to the site and open up your own account and buy scrip for the school. Can also reload some cards on the site. Vieja Valley code is available then can be shipped to the school. 

6. Vice President Operations – Marina King

a. Directory Advertising: Cindy Norman 

b. Jeff and Stephanie Aquilon are working on it, it’s near completion. Hoping that ads will pay for the cost of the directory

c. Logo-wear status and discounts - Manny Sanvictores

i. Doing well, first order has basically paid for itself. Got information about a reorder, had some people ask for more sizes. Will probably go in tomorrow. Next thing we’re looking at is doing sweatshirts. Can reorder polo shirts if more interest comes in. $12 for kids; $15 for adults, staff discount is $10.

d. Justin Haagen – Red Ribbon Week

i. October, 27, 28 and 29th – has t-shirts for drawings

ii. Tuesday theme stay in the game, athletic gear

iii. Wed is sock it to drugs (crazy socks

iv. Thur – drugs turn you inside out (drawings for participating at each grade level)

v. Karen Rickman –thought last year was the smoothest red ribbon week we’ve ever had

vi. Disaster preparedness drive – tried to do some canned food drive, didn’t get much from there. If we don’t get stuff donated, somebody needs to buy it.

e. Mariann Cooley: we have a safety team, met today. Going to go through procedures, check backpacks, etc. Next meeting will check the shed.  Justin reorganized the entire shed. Was covered in mold and cleaned it up. Let’s wait on drive so we can inventory what we need and ask for it all at once. 

i. Three 55-gallon jugs of water, should be emptied and cleaned and restocked. 

7. Vice President School Board Liaison – Alex Rodriguez 

a. Missed this past meeting (anniversary) and Cindy Norman was kind enough to take notes

b. Issue of putting a bond measure on ballot in June. Committee formed last month, put together a list of 11 items where money could be spent. Consultant will be doing a phone survey to see how they feel about the bond measure. Extending an existing bond measure. Polls are about 90 percent accurate. The bond items could include: 

i. Technology at all three sites

ii. Upgrading wiring

iii. Solar panels 

iv. Modernization of Vieja Valley’s multipurpose room 

v. New library at Monte Vista. 

c. The total cost of these items is estimated at $9.2 million total

d. They would like to limit costs to $7.5 million dollars, which would not be an increase in taxes (just a continuation of the existing bond) and will talk about this during polling

e. Board approved an automated emergency phone system

f. Star Tests discussed – we scored above the 800 benchmark

8. Treasurer Report – Andrea Carrara

a. September Report – Looks like we will end up with about $100,000 by the end of this year.

b. Motion by Alex Rodriguez to approve check numbers 5450 to 5492 for a total of $9,495.10 (mostly money for school support, instructional materials for beginning of the year, expenses for picnic, logo wear, enrichment scholarships), Second by Greg Stevens, approved by all. 

9. Principal’s Report - Mariann Cooley

a. Special thanks to two of our teachers for staying up late tonight and being with us (Carol Rickman and Greg Stevens)

b. Presentation on our Star Test Scores 

c. Discussion of intervention strategies (meetings with parents, giving aide time to work one on one, etc.)

d. Had a great staff in-service on Friday. Teachers had a presentation from Ellen Barger, math expert with the County Department of Education, on the new math program and instruction on how to use it

e. Also met in grade level meetings (district wide) 

f. Held at Vieja Valley 

g. The whole district adopted a new math curriculum

h. Thanks to our parents for cooperation during the lockdown a couple of weeks ago. At the PTA executive meeting it was brought to her attention that maybe parents don’t know exactly what a lockdown is. She is going to put something in the Charger to really explain what it’s all about. 

i. We learned that you take your lead from the sheriff’s. The whole site would have been secured if it didn’t take place at drop off time. 


j. On Monday we will be doing interviews for counselor (about six applications) and also having interviews for an upper grade music teacher. Has checked with Children’s Creative Project and she has a really cool dance teacher if we don’t get a music teacher soon.

k. May have to rethink our holiday program for the upper grades depending on what happens with music.

l. We have some poster winners – Fighting Back Poster Contest (CADA). Students draw or paint pictures and winners get a savings bond and get to go to a ceremony and be featured in a calendar. Our winners were: Tate Hill in kindergarten; Alison Sorriano in 3rd and Ava Gerthoffer in 5th, who also won 2nd runner up overall.  Mariko Tabar won the art teacher of the year and will be given free Pete’s coffee for a year. 

m. Tomorrow at 8:30 will be the first coffee with the principal (in library)


n. Michelle Brown is still teaching lower grades for music. Trying to do something different for upper grades.

10. Greg Stevens – another loss in the music side has been our instrumental band.

11. Cyndie Young– upper grade music teacher really instrumental with the 6th grade play.

12. HSDEF Report – Leslie Dinaberg

a. The foundation board met this week and made a donation of $15,000 to the district to keep the libraries open at their current level for this school year. There is also some additional money available, so the foundation will be reaching out to site councils for input about how that money might be used to benefit the three district schools. The group is also working on a pancake breakfast for November (date TBA), the golf tournament and possible other projects. Barbara McWhirter of Monte Vista is the new president. Thanks to Vieja Valley’s Kendre Sanborn for serving as president last year. If anyone is interested in HSDEF please contact Leslie, especially people with children in the lower grades.

13. Greg Steven – computer lab – in September we do an intensive keyboard unit that lasts about three weeks

a. Slowly getting down in the grade levels with keyboarding.

b. 4th grade off to a pretty good start right from the beginning.

c. Little second graders did great for the first month as we were learning how to type

d. Now for the lower grades they are doing power point presentations – composing and writing on the computer

e. The 4/5/6 graders are starting in on making of web pages

f. Teaching at a very high level for the entire group

g. To make web pages takes a lot of different skills across the board and allows the students that are really getting it to go further along

h. Next Thursday our little guys play Franklin in Flag Football and the cheer squad will be out there

14. Meeting Adjourned – Manny Sanvictores

Notes submitted by Leslie Dinaberg
