PTA General Meeting March 18, 2010

6:30 p.m. Library

1. Call to Order – Manny Sanvictores, Parliamentarian

2. Welcome and thanks – Cindy Norman, President

a. Cyndie Young – thanks for bringing food for tonight’s PTA meeting

b. Shari Lentsch – thanks for making the Imagine Poster for the teacher/classroom competition

c. Kat Amboy – thanks for coordinating safety during conference week

3. Approval of the minutes from previous meeting: February 25, 2010 - Leslie Dinaberg, Secretary

a. Motion by Karen Pelletier, second by Marie Debevoise, approved by all.

4. Approval of Calendar - Cindy Norman, President

a. Science night, April 8

b. Gently used books sometime in April TBD

c. Pizza Mizza night April 7

d. David Prather Poetry Jam Assembly, April 13

e. Motion by Karen Pelletier, second by Marie Debevoise, approved by all.

5. Mariann Cooley – principal’s report

a. The school site plan was presented to and approved by the school board. 

b. Thanks to PTA for working the parking lot during conferences 

c. She’s been meeting with the curriculum council and developing the district strategic plan

d. Distributed next year’s calendar – first day of school will be August 26, 2010

6. Tony Winterbauer – School Board President, presentation on Measure L 

a. Thanks to parents for all that they do 

b. Basic Aid is putting us on a path to be able to do a lot of exciting things in a few years. Should be able to weather state problems. Basic Aid was first strategic goal. Measure L is one of the most important next steps we can take.

c. Measure L will take a parcel tax in effect until 2026 and extend it to 2054

d. The first project – solar panels on each of our campus will generate over $900,000 for the general fund over first five years through a combination of tax incentives and rebates and cost savings

i. Will take 47 homes off grid in terms of carbon footprint 

ii. After first five years, will be about $70,000 in cost savings per year

e. Project two is for the district to fund a technology program – decide on something to institute program throughout the district, ideally across all grades 

f. Third project is Monte Vista library. Right now it’s a major energy drain, now in an old trailer, knock it down and build a new library

g. Final project is to modernize the multipurpose room at Vieja Valley

h. They have endorsements from the League of Women Voters, mayor, Das Williams, Hope School District Education Foundation is working closely with us, small committee right now 

i. Need to get message out to voters and the community

j. This is a general bond, only need 55% of the voters

k. Expecting 70% of voters to show up this election

l. There will be a citizen’s watchdog group to oversee the money, audits every year from independent parties, etc. 

m. Signed an agreement with PG&E to get the solar incentives, if we wait to fund solar panels our incentives will go down

n. Motion to support Measure L by Cyndie Young, second by Karen Pelletier, motion carried.

7. Reflections winners (Visual Arts: Grades K-3 Jackson Genis; Literature: Grades K-3 Michael Palmer; Literature: Grade 4-6 Megan McQueen) will be honored on a bookmark that will be given to all students

8. Appointment of officers for the 2010-2011 School Year

a. President – Cindy Norman, co-president Paige Shields (who plans to take over the following year)

b. VP Fundraising – Katie Gainer

c. VP Fun Programs – Chris Gallagher

d. VP Operations – Marina King

e. VP School Board – Andrea Carrara

f. Treasurer – Kyle Hill

g. Historian – Peter Otte

h. Parliamentarian – Kathleen Amboy

i. Secretary – open

j. Motion to approve the appointments by Cyndie Young, second by Karen Pelletier, motion carried.

9. VP Fundraising Report– Marie DeBevoise

a. You may have noticed the new Imagine Campaign banner, will update the teacher status and class status every Thursday 

b. The banner is a racecourse by grade, and by teacher. It’s based on participation, percent of participation. The class with the highest participation percentage and the class with the highest dollar amount donated will get a prizes.

c. Pizza Mizza night fundraiser on April 7th, you can eat there, do delivery or takeout. Just mention Vieja Valley and a percent will go to the school. 

d. We are also selling coupon booklets, which still are still available from Marie ($20 for over $140 of coupons and we get $10 from Pizza Mizza for each book sold)

i. She will be out there every Thursday selling Pizza Mizza coupon booklets

e. The Gala brought in a little over $45,000 minus cameras and expenses around $12,000

i. It was fun, casual, and generated some decent money

f. Imagine is now up to $63,465 pledged; about $59,000 has been deposited

i. This figure includes community effort, sent a letter to our 93110 community, raised over $2,500 

10. VP Operations Report– Marina King

a. Happy to have a lot of the people back

b. Going to need a new red ribbon week and disaster preparedness person 

11. Logowear – Manny Sanvictores

a. We reordered t-shirts, have a reorder of sweat shirts that are coming in, sold about a dozen to Julie Hinkle for the track meet

12. Patrice Mueller – Science Night

a. Has about 9 women from school working on it with her

b. It will be Thursday, April 8th, first Thursday after spring break

c. We are going to have a spaghetti dinner and salad bar, our cafeteria is handling that

d. The district got a grant that will pay for dinner as a way to showcase and increase participation for the cafeteria program – so the money people pay for dinner will go toward the science lab

e. Bake sale has traditionally benefited choir, this year will be for 6th grade graduation, they will organize it 

f. Have about 23 or 24 exhibitors coming

g. Some of our parents, teachers, UCSB physics, Zoo to You, Astronomy, will try to represent most areas of science, fire department, Maritime Museum

h. Will see more advertising after spring break

13. Andrea Carrara – Treasurer’s report

a. Thinks we’re going to go into the reserves less than we budgeted for

b. Spending less on some big tickets items this year (music and counseling started late)

c. Instead of $145,000 only at $129,000 projected for this year

d. Net only going into the reserves about $10,000 to $14,000 

e. In the End still have $238,500

f. Motion to approve check numbers 5551 to 5579 for 17,424.56 (primarily for gala expenses, after school classes, and family fun day) made by Karen Pelletier, second by Paige Shields, approved by all

g. Motion to put $85,000 in a new CD for six months made by Karen Pelletier, second by Greg Stevens, approved by all

14. Mariann Cooley – traditionally the music teacher stops with 4/5 after testing and works with 6th graders for the play but now because they started late the 4th and 5th graders will continue to the end of the year as well as the 6th graders

15. Paige Shields– question about budget 

a. It looks like counseling, science, music, and PE funded less than computer and art

b. The counseling is paid for partially by the district so it is less. Science lab is an aide who runs the lab but teachers teach the science lessons. Music is less because the upper grades didn’t have a teacher until after winter break. Some of the variations also have to do with seniority of teachers, which affects their rates.

16. Tomorrow coffee with Cooley – she made zucchini bread

17. Greg Stevens– delighted to see Leslie representing the PTA and continuing on the Site Council. This kind of coordination and communication has been lacking last few years

a. We’re kind of doing same thing, need to be on same page

b. Today was Colonial Days for the fifth grade, so impressed to see the number of parents there, so impressive

Notes Submitted by Leslie Dinaberg

