PTA General Meeting January 21, 2010, 8:30 a.m. MPR

1. Call to Order – Manny Sanvictores, Parliamentarian

2. Welcome and thank you – Cindy Norman, President

a. Cyndie Young, thank you for coordinating a lovely and scrumptious holiday lunch for the teachers. Thank you to all who made or brought food to share.

b. Manny Sanvictores for working with the graphic people to have our new VV shirts and sweatshirts ready for the holidays.

c. Laurel O’Connor for coordinating and putting together a lovely holiday boutique.

d. Congratulations to Marina King she put together a successful Scrip program this holiday season

3. Approval of the minutes from previous meetings: November 19, 2009 - Leslie Dinaberg, Secretary

a. Motion by Shari Lentsch, second by Sally Dewan, approved by all.

4. Approval of Calendar - Cindy Norman, President

a. Denim and Diamonds Party, February 20, 2010

b. Family Fun night – date and event to be determined

c. Motion by Shari Lentsch, second by Sally Dewan, approved by all.

5. Patricia Palmer – Imagine Campaign update

a. Only 45% participation which is very low

b. Kicking it off again and going to have a race banner and class competitions

c. Have raised $53,000 need $116,500 so we still are very low on our numbers 

d. Going to continue the campaign until Memorial Day now

e. Also are sending out a community letter to all the 93110 residences

6. VP Operations Report– Marina King

a. Earned between $1,500 and $2,000 with scrip – going really well

b. Following up with inactive Vons cards

c. Trying to get all of that organized so that monthly contributions are as high as possible

d. Will also promote See’s Candy gift card sales for Valentine’s Day

7. VP –Fun Programs Report: Victoria Ricci and/or Jessica Hill (absent)

a. Reflection Winners – Cindy Norman 

i. Visual Arts: Grades K-3 Jackson Genis

ii. Literature: Grades K-3 Michael Palmer

iii. Literature: Grade 4-6 Megan McQueen

1. Megan also won honorable mention at the next level, congratulations!

8. Enrichment Registration and check writing: Jessica Hill (report by Cindy Norman) 

a. Need to have all checks written to PTA from now on rather than to individual teachers as we’ve done 

9. VP – Fundraising Report – Shari Lentsch

a. Status on Imagine: (Patricia alluded to that we’re only at about half of what we need to bring in as a PTA group, about $57,000 for income, a little more than halfway

b. Thank you to Lini Wheelock for Party book  - is going to put something in February Charger for Spring parties

i. Has raised $4,000 so far, last year $4,600

c. Hope to see everybody here at the Denim and Diamonds party

d. Cherise Kelly – Denim and Diamonds Party will be February 20

i. Invitations went home in folders this week, most should already have them

ii. Most important thing to get tickets in, deadline Feb. 2, spread the word about getting tickets back to school

iii. Can also put money in homework folder

iv. Pocket, bandana basically tells you all the fun things, silver piece is to be returned to school paper, can either drop off in office or send in homework folder

v. Will put extra invites in the office 

vi. Start eblasting

vii. Bull riding-sponsored by Toyota of Santa Barbara, photo booths, almost like a carnival feel, raffle, gold diamond necklace tied in a western knot. 

viii. Ticket sales after school

ix. Teachers staff are free, guest is at $45 a ticket

x. Question re: unlimited drink and wine –taxi will be available, nice incentive to get people to buy a higher ticket

xi. Budget is $10,000-hoping to come in under that

xii. Mariann asked if teachers had received their invitations. She and the superintendent have not received theirs.

10. Dr. Dan Cooperman, Hope School District Superintendent Discussion of the possible Bond Measure

a. This is a political activity that the district might engage in, not going to be doing any arm twisting, strict rules about political campaigns

b. Is here to bring us up to speed on what board is considering about bond measure that could go on the June ballot 

c. Renewable energy bond, solar energy for the district within the funds bond could generate

d. Property owners are currently paying about $9 per $100,000 of property assessed value, will pay till 2027; this is not an increase, would be an extension. When this bond is paid off would begin to pay off the new bond until 2053.

e. Could ask for as much as $43 million and a max of $30 per $100,000 – have a much more limited scope/would get about $7.9 million, approved by 55% of the voters

f. Parcel tax requires a 2/3 majority to be approved

g. Money would come in several installments

i. First payment – interested in putting in solar panels on all three school sites

1. Right now $80,000 a year for electricity

2. Would cut cost to $60,000 to $65,000 – could be greater over time

3. Rebate in first five years of $65,000 in additional funds 

4. Would happen in the first 18 months of approval

5. Stipulation is that it be installed in 18 months

h. Right now the bond consultants and attorneys are working on a contingency basis – will take a share

i. Cost of telephone survey going to come from developer fees

j. If board in February says we’ll move forward, will face a fee of $8-$12,000 to place the measure on the ballot

k. Effect on the carbon footprint of an organization like a school, from a long term environmental perspective, makes sense

l. Other projects that would be included in the bond are modernization projects – at Monte Vista the library has never been modernized, currently in portables; multipurpose room at Vieja Valley; technology upgrades – this is the smallest amount, enough to offset the cost of revamping the cost of technology upgrades

m. If it goes forward the projects the district could do would have to be listed on the bond measure

n. Will be a citizen’s oversight committee

o. Board needs to make a decision whether they want to go ahead soon

p. Will be one more phone survey conducted with actual bond measure will be read

q. Discussion of prioritization of projects and how that might work

r. Overall budget of the district is about 9 million dollars

s. This measure should not go on the ballot in November because there are school board elections

t. 25% of the voters are part of the school population

u. Not certain of projections but right now our student population is remaining stable and holding pretty steady

11. PTA website now has a Twitter capability 

12. Thank you to Kathleen Amboy who is now the VP of School Board Liaison; Alex Rodriguez asked to step-down as he felt he was not able to commit the time to the PTA, given the intensity of his family projects and work. 

13. VP School Board Report-Kathleen Amboy

a. The board is planning to rotate meetings at the schools

b. On Monday March 8 at 6:30 there will be a board meeting at Vieja Valley. There will be a meet and greet at 6:30 p.m. with a board meeting to follow.

14. Treasurer’s Report – Andrea Carrara

a. December Report

i. As of 12/31/09 we are looking at 1-1/2 years of reserves left

b. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report by Cyndie Young, second by Rick Knowles, approved by all.

15. Discussion of specialist future if our fundraising does not improve–Mrs. Cooley would like to have the opportunity to discuss with teachers if there is a program we are considering cutting.

16. A decision about the Jog-a-Thon will be made after the gala

a. Lots of discussion about how much fun the jog a thon used to be for the kids, making it just a little fundraiser

17. Imagine – don’t attribute lack of success to economy completely, lack of volunteers and energy over the last couple of years is also a factor

a. It’s still the cheapest way to make money

b. We need to express how important it is to participate at all different levels

18. Principal’s Report - Mrs. Cooley

(Please note, at this point the secretary, Leslie Dinaberg, had to leave the meeting to go to work, so the following information was not presented in the meeting) Mrs. Cooley stated she would make her report very short since we were running late

a. The new music teacher will begin Monday

b. Student council speeches are postponed until tomorrow due to rainy day schedule in MPR

c. SSC voted to hire an Intervention Teacher, interviews are today

d. Congratulations to Fiona Chandrasekaran for the $100 GATE grant. It will be used to further the cloth hand towel program at VV

e. Staff is looking forward to the gala

19. Hope School District Educational Foundation Report – Leslie Dinaberg

a. HSDEF hasn’t met as a group since winter break but the foundation is working on the golf tournament fundraiser which will be Friday, May 28th 

20. Assemblies Report-Leslie Dinaberg

a. Dates: Assembly with Korean Dancers on Tuesday February 2 at 1 and 2 p.m. Then we’ve got another one with CAMA (community arts music association) on Monday February 22 at 1 and 2 p.m.

b. March 12-Boxtales

c. April 13-David Prather’s Poetry Jam

d. May 21-Perfect Gentlemen with a Family Fun Night at night

e. We are also looking into having a hip hop dance artist in residence in the fall

21. School Site Council Report – Leslie Dinaberg

a. The site council has met several times since we started in the fall. We approved goals, which staff also approved, as part of those goals we voted to fund the Peaceful Partners program which is going on now, and an intervention specialist and they are interviewing for that position right now. Also we’ve started to talk about forming a Vieja Valley alumni association as a way to create community and also help with fundraising. We may have this be part of the family fun night in May.

22. Public Comment

23. Meeting Adjourned – Manny Sanvictores

Notes submitted by Leslie Dinaberg

