VIEJA VALLEY

PTA MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 15, 2010

1. Meeting called to order at 11:51 a.m.

2. Pledge of allegiance – Manny Sanvictores, Parliamentarian.

3. President’s Report – Cindy Norman, President

a. Welcome and congratulations to Patrice Mueller and her committee for a fabulous Science Night and a big thank you to Sally Dewan for orchestrating the dinner. 

b. As a reminder please document and turn in hours for anytime you spend doing school related work, forms are online. 

c. Kendall Shin of Monte Vista invited our PTA to their May 1 auction at QAD

d. Met with Paige Shields (next year’s co-president) and talked about various things 

i. One of the things she’s talked about was to have a PR person and volunteer coordinator.

ii. Will probably publicize those as soon as she gets job description.

iii. Also talked about possibly changing our meeting time to the first or last Thursday of the month to make it easier to remember. This is in the bylaws so we would have to make a change there if we decide to make that change.

4. Approval of minutes from March Meeting – Leslie Dinaberg, Secretary

a. Shari Lentsch motion, Marie DeBevoise second. Approved by all. 

5. HSDEF Report - Leslie Dinaberg 

a. The golf tournament has been postponed until Fall. No date is set yet.

b. The foundation is looking for some new members if anyone is interested. It’s a really fun way to be involved with the district.

6. Site Council Report – Leslie Dinaberg

a. We have been working on the compact for learning (contact between parents, students and teachers), response to intervention models, and starting an alumni association, which will probably happen in the Fall

7. Assembly Update – Leslie Dinaberg

a. We had a great poetry jam assembly on Tuesday. It was fun to see the differences between upper and lower grade presentations and how the kids reacted.

b. Next up is Perfect Gentlemen assemblies and Family Fun night on May 21

8. On April 29th we are doing a free teacher appreciation day card making event with the kids from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

9. Budget Report and Check approval – Cindy Norman

a. Looks a little better than we thought it would

b. Need to raise about $10,000 to avoid dipping into reserves

c. Motion by Andrea Lauderdale to approve check numbers 5580-5607 for a total of $13,041.39, second by Shari Lentsch. Approved. 

10. Student Council – Presentation by fourth graders Amanda and Aiden

a. The Carnival was very successful and raised more than $1,000, half will go to Haiti for disaster relief, and the other half to school, possibly for a library reading corner.

b. May 20th is jump rope for heart – permission slips sent home. This is a fun way to exercise and earn money for the American Heart Association

c. Tomorrow is super hero day

d. May 21 is spirit day/jersey sports, wear your favorite sports jersey to school, please no cleats. 

11. Principal Report – Mariann Cooley

a. Has requested money from the PTA for sponsorship for an assembly on May 3rd, day before we start Star Testing.

i. Motivational assembly for students, grades 2-6

ii. Price is $395

iii. Focus on test taking strategies, fun motivation techniques, etc.

b. Play before Lunch--passed out an article about this idea at our last meeting

i. A lot of school all over the nation have started doing this

ii. Play first then eat lunch then back to class they’re calmed down, don’t rush through lunch to go play

iii. District is looking at possibly doing that for next year

iv. Chris Gallagher – they tried it at Franklin and it wasn’t effective, kids were rushing through lunch, but apparently it’s been very successful at Washington School

c. Presented the district Strategic Plan – was created by the teachers, principals and a parent from each site

i. Our parent was Jason Kelly who was fabulous

ii. Quick run through – started with the superintendent. He hired a consultant for two days in March. Sent out survey. Then principals and superintendent categorized information. Once the strategic plan is approved by the school board will arrange to have it available on the website. 

12. School Board Liaison Report – Kathleen Amboy

a. Meeting was basically about budget, making budget cuts

b. Most impressive thing was a presentation from Monte Vista students

c. They have their own netbooks, don’t take them home, have them in school; other students can offer peer advice on their papers, etc. 

13. Greg Stevens – talked about how impressive the presentation was

a. Mr. Stevens said, “What I was most interested in was the enthusiasm the kids had when they were doing it. Had similar comments from parents after Hope started Laptop program.”  At our school we have a slightly different model. We do have the capability to do everything with our model. We also do have a technology plan here that was signed off by our site council, lays out two years from now what is next step for Vieja Valley. What do we want to pursue at that time? Very happy in reviewing the strategic plan outline that it fits in with technology plan. He thinks Vieja Valley is sitting in just the sweet spot, we have children with access to broadband technology, not just limited by the netbook, a whole bunch of evolving technologies being rolled out, so in next two years as we’re getting the most out of our hardware and software we have now, we’re going to be in a great place to make the next decision about what to purchase.

b. Would caution parents and ask that our process goes through some vetting; new apple product is pretty interesting. Really in good shape for making our move. Actual classroom machines are needed now however. We don’t really have a good machine in each class. Should have at least one up to date machine in each classroom. We need 20 machines to provide up to date machine in each class for kid use. 

14. Carol Rickman, elementary school kids are at a perfect age to use flash drives. Is very happy with that new program so far.

15. Fundraising Report – Shari Lentsch and Marie DeBevoise, VPs of Fundraising 

a.  Katie Gainer will be the chair for next year

b. Patricia Palmer and Cindy Norman will do Imagine next year

c. Becca Pelto and Laura Kronen will do gala next year

d. Marina King – will do scrip

e. Manny Sanvictores will do logowear

f. Need party book and Jog a thon positions – possibly Nicole Young for jog a thon and Cherise Kelly

g. Possibly Nov/Dec turkey trot

h. Need restaurant night chair – Chicken Ranch night in May for any patron between 5 and 10 p.m. (probably Fairview)

i. We only ended up with about $60 for Pizza Mizza night 

j. Are turning coupon books into a class competition, with a pizza party for the winning class

k. Chris will also let us put them in the office if anyone wants to buy them. 

l. Laurel O’Connor made the decision that she will not be able to do a spring boutique this year, so that is cancelled.

m.  The May flowers were sold last year as a student council project. PTA can provide some helpers if the kids want to do this again.

16. Patricia Palmer, Imagine campaign

a.  $59,000 has come in. A little over $63,000 has been pledged. Will do another push to room parents and also the race banner has helped. Will do another plug in the charger.

i. Will have a couple parties to celebrate the success of classes that win awards

b. Paige Shields made a suggestion to do a ribbon rainbow to promote the Imagine Campaign

17. Events and expenses to be approved and voted upon - Manny Sanvictores, Parliamentarian

a. Teacher Appreciation Card making day – April 29th after early dismissal at 1:30

b. Mariann has requested that the PTA fund an assembly for the 2nd – 6th grade. The group is called the Morris Brothers, they have been here before. What they do is motivate the students prior to Star Testing.  Cost is $395.

c. The safety committee has new safety signs – $107 plus tax 

d. May PTA meeting, May 20, 6:30 p.m. and June 3rd at 11:45

e. Marie DeBevoise made a motion to approve, Paige Shields second. Approved.

18. Cindy Young is coordinating Teacher Appreciation Week May 3rd to 7th
a. Breakfast May 3rd, lunch May 5th, dessert on May 7thLunch and desserts are when she needs the most help

19. Meeting Adjourned at 12:57 by Manny Sanvictores, Parliamentarian

Notes submitted by Leslie Dinaberg, Secretary

